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Disaster Preparedness
ur four-legged friends are an important part of our lives. We care for
them, pamper them, and when possible, take them along with us where ever
we may venture. More than $99 billion
was spent last year on pets (and yes, that’s
“billion”). The average annual expenditure
on dogs is $1,380 for basic needs while
cats cost us $908 each year. More than half
of millennial pet owners buy their pets a
gift at least once a month. And according
to the American Pet Products Association
(APPA), pet apparel is among the fastest
growing category in pet expenditures.
Yet, studies indicate that a majority of
pet owners do not include their pet needs
in disaster preparedness. If we learned anything from Hurricane Katrina, it was that
many pet owners refused to be evacuated
unless their animals could be included
in the rescue. As a result, a bill was introduced and passed (now known as PETS or
Pets Evacuation and Transportation Standards Act). This act requires states seeking
assistance from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) to accommodate pets and service animals in their plans
for evacuation during a disaster.
However, it is not enough to know
there will be help after disaster has hit.
You, as a pet owner, need to do your part.
We are in the midst of the worst months
for wildfires, only one of the dangers that
create the need for disaster preparedness.
Earthquakes, flooding, and other natural
disasters can occur at any time. Plans need
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to be made in advance for you and your animals to ensure your safety and well-being.
PVPC is offering basic information
from FEMA, El Dorado County Animal
Services, and other resources to help in
the event of a disaster. A comprehensive
three-part guideline can be found on our
website focusing on the five phases of
emergency management: planning, preparing; mitigation; response, and recovery.
Part One of the article will cover such
issues as information you will need as you
plan ahead; steps to take if you shelter in
place; necessary basic supplies to have
at the ready (including important documents); two key methods of ID for your
pet, and much more. Know what to do in
case of mandatory evacuation orders.
Part Two will cover topics such as:
pet behavior during a disaster; locating
missing pets after a disaster; and helping
your animals recover once you are all back
home. Part Three will focus on disaster preparedness specifically for owners of horses.
Resources available to help with preparation as well as how to check on your
horse’s well-being following any disaster.
Go to our website, read and then
print the list of steps to take in order to be
prepared for the worst. Remember, if it’s
not safe for you, it’s not safe for your pets.
Be prepared!
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It’s said that the only constant

is change, and here at PVPC, change is in
the air! Based on recommendations from
the California Veterinary Medicine Association and the American Veterinary Association, we are anticipating new protocols for
veterinary clinics statewide. Once in place,
these modifications mean our clients will
be able to come into the clinic with their
pet; however, we don’t know yet how soon
that will be. Watch for actual date of Phase
One in our website. That’s a change that
we are all looking forward to!
A second, though unwelcome,
change is the reality of fire season. During
this time of the year as temperatures go
up, it becomes more critical than ever to
be prepared in the event of evacuation.
We have several comprehensive disaster
preparedness articles to help you get
through a natural disaster with your pets.
The articles are on our website and we
encourage you to make copies so you can
follow the recommendations. There is also
a special article for horse owners. Don’t
delay in getting prepared for evacuation if
it comes to that point. Remember, if it’s not
safe for you, it’s not safe for your pet.
As restrictions loosen up and the
open road beckons, we want to remind
those of you who plan to travel with your
pets to include important documents such
as rabies vaccination and extra prescriptions for their meds in case you lose or run
out while you travel.
If you are new to our clinic “family” but
haven’t had a chance to be inside the clinic, you don’t need to wait for an appointment to see more than just the parking lot
of PVPC. Take a virtual tour of the facility
including the lab by going to our website;
it’s all there.
In the meantime, as the days slide by,
remember we are here for you and your
four-legged family member. Enjoy the beauty of our area, be safe, and hug your pet.
Amy Nichols, RVT
Clinic Manager

Flea/Tick Collar Problems
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We know that obesity among Americans
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Along with her horse and cats, Dr.
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that this issue is transferred to animals.
Obesity is considered the most common
preventable health problem among dogs.
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need to prepare for disasters. “The first
can burn dog pads.
thing is to keep yourself safe,” said Dr. Mac-

congressional subcommittee has
demanded recall of the popular flea
and tick collar, Seresto, which has been
linked to the deaths of at least 1,700 pets
and suspected to have caused illness in
tens of thousands more. According to
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) records, there have been more than 75,000
harmful incidents to pets and nearly 1,000
incidents involving humans since the pet
collars were introduced in 2012.
A popular product sold by Amazon,
the company is currently considering
whether to continue selling the collars.
According to the reports, Seresto is
the only flea and tick collar that combines
a “cocktail” of two pesticides (imidacloprid
and flumethrin), which may account for
the increase in toxicity. Elanco Animal
Health, which currently owns the brand,
stated that a recall is not warranted and is
cooperating with the EPA.
Public concerns continue to mount.
The latest protest over EPA’s reluctance to
ban the flea/tick collar has led to a legal
petition filed by the Center for Biological
Diversity in April. Watch this space for
details as they develop.
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KEEP HANDY:
If you have an emergency and the clinic
is closed, here are some numbers you
can call:
VCA Loomis Basin (Loomis):
916.652.5816
MarQueen Animal Hospital (Roseville):
916.757.6600
All Creatures ER (Folsom):
916.984.8387
Insight Veterinary Wellness (EDH):
616.618.4700
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